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Returning Team  

Dr. Kate Semmens
- Science Director at the Nurture 

Nature Center 

Professor Christopher Ruebeck 
- Advising Professor for the Proctor 

Fellowship
- Associate Professor of Economics 



Spreading the Word at Lafayette
Presentations: 
● Scope of the Easton Climate Action Plan
● Getting involved with implementing the CAP
● Nurture Nature Center and CAP Dashboard 
● Student involvement  

Classes:
➔ ECON 202- Environmental Economics
➔ ECON 340- Environmental and Resource Economics
➔ ME 497- Mechanical Engineering Senior Design Project
➔ EVST 100- Introduction to the Environment 
➔ MATH 301- Case Studies in Math Modeling  



Class Involvement 
Class Projects:
● EVST 380 (Professor Ruebeck)

○ How to turn Easton into a walkable city
● ECON 202 and 340 (Professor Liu)

○ Group projects on how to implement the CAP
○ Worked with NNC and Proctor Fellow

● ME 497 (Professor Prabhu)
○ Senior Design Project on waste and garbage 

management
○ https://sites.lafayette.edu/engine3rs4swm/proble

m-discovery-and-selection/stakeholders/ 
● MATH 301 (Professor Storey)

○ Solar panel energy production modeling project

https://sites.lafayette.edu/engine3rs4swm/problem-discovery-and-selection/stakeholders/
https://sites.lafayette.edu/engine3rs4swm/problem-discovery-and-selection/stakeholders/


Story-Gathering Project
Goals: 
● Make climate action seem less intimidating by showcasing 

community members who are doing good work in Easton
● Emphasize local voices and inspire others to get involved 
● Create a page on the CAP dashboard so this information is 

accessible 
Process:
● Reach out to the community and find people whose stories I can 

tell
● Interview community members
● Create Write-Ups for the CAP dashboard



    Interviewees

Diane Halasz: Watershed 
Friendly Property 

James Cox: Financially 
Responsible Investing

Miranda Wilcha: Greater Easton 
Development Partnership 

Mike Butler: Biology Professor 
and Solar Panel Owner

Mark Reid: Easton Urban 
Farm

Liz Templeton: Community 
Gardener

Colt Houser: Energy Efficient 
Home Renovations



Story-Gathering Project

Link:
https://nurturenaturecenter.org/
local-climate-action-stories/ 

https://nurturenaturecenter.org/local-climate-action-stories/
https://nurturenaturecenter.org/local-climate-action-stories/


Native Plant Project
● Goals

○ Plant native plants in areas that are barren
○ Help local pollinators 
○ Aesthetics 

● Process:
○ Spoke with the Office of Sustainability and the head of 

the Environmental Studies department
○ Looked at Lafayette’s Landscaping Policy Document  



Before After



Taking Action Video 
● Create a video summarizing 

my work as a Proctor Fellow 
to be shown at NNC’s Youth 
Climate Summit

● Design the video to useful for 
the Summit and have a life 
afterwards on the CAP 
Dashboard 

● Link: 
https://nurturenaturecenter.or
g/easton-climate-action/   

https://nurturenaturecenter.org/easton-climate-action/
https://nurturenaturecenter.org/easton-climate-action/
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Questions and Discussion 



Year Three?

- Continue getting the word out on opportunities to 
contribute to the NNC’s work on the CAP Dashboard: 
more class projects, independent study (EVST 380), 
honors theses

- Disseminate knowledge and experience gained: 
publication(s), perhaps with participating faculty

- Prepare for the next Proctor Fellow Partnership: faculty 
member, student(s), community partner


